SUNDAY WORSHIP
from the Community
of Leicester Cathedral

Sunday 26 April 2020
The Third Sunday of Easter

The Revd Canon Emma Davies, Acting Canon Precentor, leads the service.
Christopher Ouvry-Johns, Director of Music, plays on the Organ:
Christ lag in Todesbanden BWV625

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750)

Welcome and Greeting
Alleluia. Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia.
Words of welcome may be said.
We meet in the presence of God, who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Penitence Saying sorry and asking for God’s forgiveness
Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord,
we come to you in sorrow for our sins,
and confess to you our weakness and unbelief.
Silence is kept.
We have lived by our own strength,
and not by the power of your resurrection.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
We have lived by the light of our own eyes,
and not in faith and belief in your presence.
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
We have lived for this world alone,
and not in hope of our home with you.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
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Absolution God’s forgiveness for us
May the God of love and power
forgive you and free you from your sins,
heal and strengthen you by the Spirit,
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Prayer Collect for the Third Sunday of Easter
Almighty Father,
who in your great mercy gladdened the disciples
with the sight of the risen Lord:
give us such knowledge of his presence with us,
that we may be strengthened and sustained by his risen life
and serve you continually in righteousness and truth;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.
Amen.
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The Readings
Acts 2.14a, 36–41
Read by Jan Zientek
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed
them: ‘Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that
God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you
crucified.’
Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to
Peter and to the other apostles, ‘Brothers, what should we do?’ Peter
said to them, ‘Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the
gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you, for your children, and
for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to
him.’ And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them,
saying, ‘Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.’ So those who
welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three
thousand persons were added.
Hear the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Luke 24.13–35
Read by Philip Leech
A reading from the Gospel according to Luke.
Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called
Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other
about all these things that had happened. While they were talking and
discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their eyes
were kept from recognizing him. And he said to them, ‘What are you
discussing with each other while you walk along?’ They stood still,
looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered
him, ‘Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the
things that have taken place there in these days?’ He asked them, ‘What
things?’ They replied, ‘The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a
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prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, and
how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to
death and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to
redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since
these things took place. Moreover, some women of our group
astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, and when
they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they
had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some of
those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the
women had said; but they did not see him.’ Then he said to them, ‘Oh,
how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the
prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should
suffer these things and then enter into his glory?’ Then beginning with
Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about
himself in all the scriptures.
As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked
ahead as if he were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, ‘Stay
with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.’ So
he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with them, he
took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes
were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their
sight. They said to each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning within
us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the
scriptures to us?’ That same hour they got up and returned to
Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered
together. They were saying, ‘The Lord has risen indeed, and he has
appeared to Simon!’ Then they told what had happened on the road,
and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the
bread.
Hear the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Reflection
The Revd Canon Karen Rooms, Canon Missioner
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The Cathedral Choir sing

The Anthem
Abendlied
Evening Hymn
Bleib’ bei uns, denn es will Abend
werden, und der Tag hat sich
geneiget.

Stay with us, because it is almost
evening, and the day is now nearly
over.

Josef Rheinberger (1839–1901)

Luke 24.29

Recorded this week by some of the Senior Girls and Songmen of the Choir

John Freeman leads

Prayers of Intercession
The following response is used
Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.
The prayers conclude with The Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;
thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.
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All sing

The Hymn
Light of the minds that know him,
may Christ be light to mine!
my sun in risen splendour,
my light of truth divine;
my guide in doubt and darkness,
my true and living way,
my clear light ever shining,
my dawn of heaven’s day.
Life of the souls that love him,
may Christ be ours indeed!
the living bread from heaven
on whom our spirits feed;
who died for love of sinners
to bear our guilty load,
and make of life’s brief journey
a new Emmaus road.
Strength of the wills that serve him,
may Christ be strength to me,
who stilled the storm and tempest,
who calmed the tossing sea;
his Spirit’s power to move me,
his will to master mine,
his cross to carry daily
and conquer in his sign.
May it be ours to know him
that we may truly love,
and loving, fully serve him
as serve the saints above;
till in that home of glory
with fadeless splendour bright,
we serve in perfect freedom
our strength, our life, our light.
AURELIA (AM709)
Samuel Sebastian Wesley (1810–1876)

Timothy Dudley-Smith (b.1926)
based on a prayer of St Augustine of Hippo (354-430)
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Canon Emma leads

The Blessing and Dismissal
The God of peace,
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus,
that great shepherd of the sheep,
through the blood of the eternal covenant,
make you perfect in every good work to do his will,
working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight;
and the blessing of God almighty,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
be among you today and always.
Amen.
Until we meet again,
Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.
Rosie Vinter, Assistant Director of Music, plays the Voluntary:
Prelude in G Op.37, No.2

Felix Mendelssohn (1806–1847)
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