SUNDAY WORSHIP
from the Community
of Leicester Cathedral

Sunday 23 August 2020
The Eleventh Sunday after Trinity

The Revd Canon Paul Rattigan, Canon Chancellor and DDO, leads the service.
An Organ voluntary is played.

Welcome and Greeting
We meet in the presence of God, who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Canon Paul continues with words of welcome.
Jesus said, ‘What are you looking for?… Come and see.’
Where have you noticed God in these last days?
What do you desire from God today?

John 1.38, 39

A short silence is kept.
God gathers us across the distance.
Let us worship God together.

Penitence Asking for God’s forgiveness and healing
Jesus says, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’
So let us turn away from sin and turn to the Lord,
confessing our sins in penitence and faith.
cf Matthew 4.17

Silence is kept.
We have not always worshipped God, our creator.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
We have not always followed Christ, our Saviour..
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
We have not always trusted in the Spirit, our guide.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
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Absolution God’s forgiveness for us
The almighty and merciful Lord
grant you pardon and forgiveness of all your sins,
time for amendment of life,
and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Prayer Collect for the Eleventh Sunday after Trinity
Let us pray.
God of glory,
the end of all our searching,
help us to lay aside
all that prevents us from seeking your kingdom,
and to give all that we have
to gain the pearl beyond all price,
through our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.
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The First Reading
Romans 12.1–8 Read by Pam Spokes
A reading from Paul’s Letter to the Romans.
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God,
to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God,
which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but
be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern
what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think
of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober
judgement, each according to the measure of faith that God has
assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and not all the
members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body
in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. We have
gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in
proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the
exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in
diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.
Hear the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Gospel Reading
Matthew 16.13–20
Read by Isaiah Bentley-Gouldstone
A reading from the Gospel of Matthew.
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked
his disciples, ‘Who do people say that the Son of Man is?’ And they said,
‘Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah
or one of the prophets.’ He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I
am?’ Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living
God.’ And Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah!
For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in
heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my
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church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you
the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will
be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in
heaven.’ Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that
he was the Messiah.
Hear the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Reflection
The Revd Canon Alison Adams, Canon Pastor and Sub-Dean
An Organ voluntary is played.
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Anne Rattigan leads

Prayers of Intercession
The following response is used
Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.
and this response may be used at the end:
Merciful Father,
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.
The prayers conclude with The Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done; on
earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.
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All sing

The Hymn
Thy hand, O God, has guided
thy flock, from age to age;
the wondrous tale is written,
full clear, on every page;
our fathers owned thy goodness,
and we their deeds record;
and both of this bear witness:
one church, one faith, one Lord.
Through many a day of darkness,
through many a scene of strife,
the faithful few fought bravely,
to guard the nation’s life.
Their gospel of redemption,
sin pardoned, man restored,
was all in this enfolded:
one church, one faith, one Lord.
And we, shall we be faithless?
Shall hearts fail, hands hang down?
Shall we evade the conflict,
and cast away our crown?
Not so: in God’s deep counsels
some better thing is stored;
we will maintain, unflinching,
one church, one faith, one Lord.
Thy mercy will not fail us,
nor leave thy work undone;
with thy right hand to help us,
thy victory shall be won;
and then, by men and angels,
thy name shall be adored,
and this shall be their anthem:
one church, one faith, one Lord.
THORNBURY (AM814)
Basil Harwood (1859–1949)

Edward Hayes Plumptre (1821–1891)
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Canon Paul leads

The Blessing and Dismissal
God the Father,
who has given to his Son the name above every name,
strengthen you to proclaim Christ as Lord;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be with you now and always.
Amen.
Until we meet again,
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.
An Organ voluntary is played.

Do you still need my donation?
Thank you for asking this question. We do understand that not everyone will be able
to help in this uncertain climate. But if you are able to continue your giving, or to
make a donation now, it will be enormously helpful.
We have limited reserves, our earned income has come to a standstill, and giving by
collection plate and envelope has ceased. Whilst we have taken what steps we can to
mitigate the effects of all this, including furloughing some staff, the costs of running
and maintaining the Cathedral continue. As a result, we are experiencing very real
financial pressures.
Donate online at www.leicestercathedral.org/donate
There you can set up a regular gift via the Parish Giving Scheme
You can also Text the word PLATE to 70191 (for £10) or 70970 (£5).

Copyright acknowledgement (where not already indicated above):
Music reproduced under licence CCL180857
Post Communion (11th after Trinity) © 1985 Mowbray, a Cassell Imprint:After Communion compiled by C L Macdonnell
Some material included in this service is copyright: © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ, USA
Some material included in this service is copyright: © The Archbishops' Council 2000
Collect (11th after Trinity) © The Crown/Cambridge University Press: The Book of Common Prayer (1662)

8

