Heralding Easter in Two Parts
Worship from
the Community
of Leicester Cathedral

Saturday 11 April 2020
Holy Saturday

This service is in two parts and separate videos. Both parts will be available from 8.00pm on
Saturday.

PART ONE: VIGIL
LISTENING AND WAITING
Canon Karen Rooms leads

The Welcome and Introduction
This is the night in which our Lord Jesus Christ passed over from death
to life. The Church invites her members, dispersed throughout the
world, to gather in vigil and prayer. For this is the Passover of the Lord,
in which we share in his victory over death.
As we await the risen Christ, let us hear the record of God’s saving
deeds in history, recalling how he saved his people in ages past and in
the fullness of time sent his Son to be our Redeemer; and let us pray
that through this Easter celebration God may bring to perfection in
each of us the saving work he has begun.
As we open our hearts in prayer, we sing:
Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.
Wait for the Lord: keep watch, take heart.
[Sung three times]

The First Reading
Genesis 1.1–2.4a
Read by Johannes Arens
A reading from the Book of Genesis.
The Creation
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the
earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep,
while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God
said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was light. And God saw that the light
was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called
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the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening
and there was morning, the first day.
And God said, ‘Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let
it separate the waters from the waters.’ So God made the dome and
separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that
were above the dome. And it was so. God called the dome Sky. And
there was evening and there was morning, the second day.
And God said, ‘Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into
one place, and let the dry land appear.’ And it was so. God called the
dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called
Seas. And God saw that it was good. Then God said, ‘Let the earth put
forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on
earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.’ And it was so. The earth
brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of
every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was
good. And there was evening and there was morning, the third day.
And God said, ‘Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate
the day from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and
for days and years, and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give
light upon the earth.’ And it was so. God made the two great lights—
the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—
and the stars. God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon
the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the
light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was
evening and there was morning, the fourth day.
And God said, ‘Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures,
and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.’ So God
created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of
every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of
every kind. And God saw that it was good. God blessed them, saying,
‘Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds
multiply on the earth.’ And there was evening and there was morning,
the fifth day.
And God said, ‘Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind:
cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.’
And it was so. God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind,
and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the
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ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good.
Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to our
likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over
the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of
the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’
So God created humankind in his image,
in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.
God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and
fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea
and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves
upon the earth.’ God said, ‘See, I have given you every plant yielding
seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in
its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth,
and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth,
everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for
food.’ And it was so. God saw everything that he had made, and indeed,
it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the
sixth day.
Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude.
And on the seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and
he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. So
God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested
from all the work that he had done in creation.
These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they
were created.
A short silence follows the reading.
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Let us pray that we may see God’s image restored.
Blessed are you, Lord, God of our salvation.
Your love cannot be contained
and overflows in the wonder of creation.
You formed the universe out of nothing
and moulded us from the clay of the earth.
All you have made sings of your marvellous deeds,
O Lord, our maker and redeemer.
Amen.
As we pray, we sing:
Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.
Wait for the Lord: keep watch, take heart.
[Sung three times]

The Second Reading
Jonah 1.1–2.10
Read by Simon Bentley
A reading from the Book of Jonah.
Jonah and the fish
Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah son of Amittai, saying, “Go at
once to Nineveh, that great city, and cry out against it; for their
wickedness has come up before me.” But Jonah set out to flee to
Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. He went down to Joppa and
found a ship going to Tarshish; so he paid his fare and went on board,
to go with them to Tarshish, away from the presence of the Lord.
But the Lord hurled a great wind upon the sea, and such a mighty storm
came upon the sea that the ship threatened to break up. Then the
mariners were afraid, and each cried to his god. They threw the cargo
that was in the ship into the sea, to lighten it for them. Jonah,
meanwhile, had gone down into the hold of the ship and had lain down,
and was fast asleep. The captain came and said to him, “What are you
doing sound asleep? Get up, call on your god! Perhaps the god will
spare us a thought so that we do not perish.” The sailors said to one
another, “Come, let us cast lots, so that we may know on whose
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account this calamity has come upon us.” So they cast lots, and the lot
fell on Jonah. Then they said to him, “Tell us why this calamity has come
upon us. What is your occupation? Where do you come from? What is
your country? And of what people are you?” “I am a Hebrew,” he
replied. “I worship the Lord, the God of heaven, who made the sea and
the dry land.” Then the men were even more afraid, and said to him,
“What is this that you have done!” For the men knew that he was
fleeing from the presence of the Lord, because he had told them so.
Then they said to him, “What shall we do to you, that the sea may
quiet down for us?” For the sea was growing more and more
tempestuous. He said to them, “Pick me up and throw me into the sea;
then the sea will quiet down for you; for I know it is because of me that
this great storm has come upon you.” Nevertheless the men rowed
hard to bring the ship back to land, but they could not, for the sea grew
more and more stormy against them. Then they cried out to the Lord,
“Please, O Lord, we pray, do not let us perish on account of this man’s
life. Do not make us guilty of innocent blood; for you, O Lord, have
done as it pleased you.” So they picked Jonah up and threw him into
the sea; and the sea ceased from its raging. Then the men feared the
Lord even more, and they offered a sacrifice to the Lord and made
vows. But the Lord provided a large fish to swallow up Jonah; and Jonah
was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights.
Then Jonah prayed to the Lord his God from the belly of the fish,
saying, “I called to the Lord out of my distress, and he answered me;
out of the belly of Sheol I cried, and you heard my voice. You cast me
into the deep, into the heart of the seas, and the flood surrounded me;
all your waves and your billows passed over me. Then I said, ‘I am
driven away from your sight; how shall I look again upon your holy
temple?’ The waters closed in over me; the deep surrounded me;
weeds were wrapped around my head at the roots of the mountains. I
went down to the land whose bars closed upon me forever; yet you
brought up my life from the Pit, O Lord my God. As my life was ebbing
away, I remembered the Lord; and my prayer came to you, into your
holy temple. Those who worship vain idols forsake their true loyalty.
But I with the voice of thanksgiving will sacrifice to you; what I have
vowed I will pay. Deliverance belongs to the Lord!’ Then the Lord
spoke to the fish, and it spewed Jonah out upon the dry land.
A short silence follows the reading.
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Let us pray that we may share God’s heart of compassion for the lost.
Blessed are you, Lord, God of our salvation.
In the face of wickedness and disobedience
you still looked lovingly
on the people of Nineveh and your prophet Jonah.
As we see your mighty salvation,
turn the hearts of the wicked to the ways of your love,
that the whole world might return to you,
O Lord, our maker and redeemer.
Amen.
As we pray, we sing:
Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.
Wait for the Lord: keep watch, take heart.
[Sung three times]

The Third Reading
Exodus 14.10–end; 15.1a
Read by Kas Brown
A reading from the Book of Exodus.
Crossing the Red Sea
As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the
Egyptians advancing on them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the
Lord. They said to Moses, ‘Was it because there were no graves in
Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have
you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? Is this not the very thing we
told you in Egypt, “Let us alone and let us serve the Egyptians”? For it
would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the
wilderness.’ But Moses said to the people, ‘Do not be afraid, stand firm,
and see the deliverance that the Lord will accomplish for you today; for
the Egyptians whom you see today you shall never see again. The Lord
will fight for you, and you have only to keep still.’
Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Why do you cry out to me? Tell the
Israelites to go forward. But you lift up your staff, and stretch out your
hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may go into the sea
on dry ground. Then I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that
they will go in after them; and so I will gain glory for myself over
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Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his chariot drivers. And the
Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, when I have gained glory for
myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariot drivers.’
The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and
went behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them
and took its place behind them. It came between the army of Egypt and
the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it
lit up the night; one did not come near the other all night.
Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the
sea back by a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry
land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites went into the sea on
dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on
their left. The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all
of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At the morning
watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the
Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged*
their chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians
said, ‘Let us flee from the Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for them
against Egypt.’
Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Stretch out your hand over the sea, so
that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots
and chariot drivers.’ So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and
at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled
before it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The waters
returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire
army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of them
remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the
waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left.
Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw
the Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great work that the
Lord did against the Egyptians. So the people feared the Lord and
believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses.
Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the Lord:
‘I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously;
horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.
A short silence follows the reading.
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Let us pray that God will give freedom to his enslaved people.
Blessed are you, Lord, God of our salvation.
You heard the agony of your people
as they cried out from their slavery,
and you gave them Moses
to lead them to a land flowing with milk and honey.
Hear the cry of the enslaved and the homeless today
and lead us through the turbulent sea of life
to our true home with you,
O Lord, our maker and redeemer.
Amen.
As we pray, we sing:
Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.
Wait for the Lord: keep watch, take heart.
[Sung three times]

The Fourth Reading
Ezekiel 36.24–28
Read by Lilian Arens
A reading from the Book of Ezekiel.
Sprinkled with the water of life
I will take you from the nations, and gather you from all the countries,
and bring you into your own land. I will sprinkle clean water upon you,
and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your
idols I will cleanse you. A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I
will put within you; and I will remove from your body the heart of
stone and give you a heart of flesh. I will put my spirit within you, and
make you follow my statutes and be careful to observe my ordinances.
Then you shall live in the land that I gave to your ancestors; and you
shall be my people, and I will be your God.
A short silence follows the reading.
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Let us pray that God will give to the thirsting
a new outpouring of his refreshing spirit.
Blessed are you, Lord, God of our salvation.
When we are overwhelmed by the wasting world,
gather us again and renew us.
Create in us a new heart and a renewed spirit,
that we may be a people prepared
to live in your land and walk in your ways,
O Lord, our maker and redeemer.
Amen.
As we pray, we sing:
Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.
Wait for the Lord: keep watch, take heart.
[Sung three times]

You are invited to continue in prayer, then follow with Part Two of this service (continued
on the next page) which is when we shall greet the risen Lord Jesus with the Service of Light
– you could do this now or wait until tomorrow morning.
If you want to join in overnight with people who are praying, there are two vigils
taking place that you can access if you would like to –
The websites for the two all-night vigils are as follows:
Up All Night – www.teaandtheology.org and Rumours of Hope – www.rumoursofhope.co.uk
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PART TWO: SERVICE OF LIGHT
PROCLAIMING THE RESURRECTION
The resurrection of Jesus took place sometime in the space between dusk and dawn.
Whether you join us on Saturday night or Sunday morning, let us prepare our hearts once
again to receive the extraordinary new life of God.
This service of light begins with the lighting of fire. You might like to have a candle ready to
light a little later. The service is led by Canon Karen Rooms.
Let us pray.
Eternal God,
who made this most holy night
to shine with the brightness of your one true light:
set us aflame with the fire of your love,
and bring us to the radiance of your heavenly glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Reading
Matthew 28.1–7
Read by Canon Karen Rooms
A reading from the Gospel according to Matthew.
After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly
there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from
heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance
was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For fear of him the
guards shook and became like dead men. But the angel said to the
women, ‘Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who
was crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come,
see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, “He
has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to
Galilee; there you will see him.” This is my message for you.’
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Song
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Voice: John Davies
Guitar: Ben Davies

American Spiritual

The Renewal of Baptismal Vows
As we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ from the
dead, we remember that through the paschal mystery we have died
and been buried with him in baptism. To follow Christ means dying
to sin and rising to new life with him.
Therefore, I ask:
Do you turn away from sin?
I do.
Do you reject evil?
I do.
A candle is lit.
May the light of Christ, rising in glory,
banish all darkness from our hearts and minds.
Do you turn to Christ as Saviour?
I do.
Do you trust in him as Lord?
I do.
The light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
[Repeated three times]
Alleluia. Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia.
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I invite you to light a candle as a way of sharing the light of Christ and
inviting the almighty life of God to fill your home and your heart.
God of glory,
by the raising of your Son
you have broken the chains of death and hell:
fill your Church with faith and hope;
for a new day has dawned
and the way to life stands open
in our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.
Canon Emma Davies sings

The Exsultet
An ancient Easter Song of Praise

Join us for our
Cathedral Eucharist
for Easter Day from
10.30am on YouTube.
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